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Welcome to our first-ever digital magazine!

As you know, I don’t do Facebook. I don’t twitter (or 
is it tweet?). I do blog, but kicking and screaming all 
the way. I’m an old guy and it’s too late to teach an 
old dog new tricks. But for all the rest of you with 
the growth of the Web, we decided to give this a try.

It goes without saying but, without printing and mailing the magazine, this is also a cost-

effective move. With the tough economy, now is the ideal time.

By the way, we’d love your feedback on this…

I don’t like change. So, don’t worry. This is still the same magazine you’ve come to (hope-

fully) know and love. Inside, you’ll find two articles by me, How to Lose It (how  

do we lose our freedom?) and The Ugly (& Cherished) Wife (find out why I’m big 

on the church); Think Spots (you can even click on the links and hear my voice); a  

Q & A and special Resources with you in mind. 

Happy reading…all about radical freedom,  
infectious joy and surprising faithfulness to Christ.
Blessings,

P.S. As long as I’ve got your attention here: If you’re a pastor, ever been one or know one, 

why not check out our new online ministry to pastors, PoopedPastors.com? The site is 

designed as a safe place to communicate grace to pastors and, with anonymous Pastors’ 

Forums, as a place of support for them to gather.

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12597142147
http://twitter.com/keylifenetwork
http://stevebrownetc.com/category/blogs/the-old-white-guy-blog/
http://www.poopedpastors.com
http://www.keylife.org/thinkspots/
http://www.keylife.org/flash_player/kl_player.html
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meaning and eternal life. But the 
most important thing about Jesus is 
he gives us himself.

We have so emphasized the 
rewards of following Christ that 
we have forgotten that following 
him, being with him, knowing him, 
and calling him “friend” and “elder 
brother” are far more wonderful and 
important than anything else.

“If you are with Jesus you will 
get all kinds of gifts,” we tell people 
when we present Christ. We think 
if we can get a drunk to Jesus, he 
will stop drinking—and he prob-
ably will. If we can get a mean man 
or woman to Jesus, Jesus will gentle 
them—and he probably will. If we 
can lead sinners to Jesus, he will 
change them and make them stop 
sinning—and, in fact, he does work 
on that. The problem is that we start 
to focus on the change rather than 

HOW TO LOSE IT

If you are a
Christian,
you are
radically 
free. No, I don’t mean you 
are free with a number of ifs, ands, 
and buts. I mean you are really free. 
No disclaimer. No addendum. No 
qualifying points. You are free.

I didn’t say it, Jesus did: “‘If you 
abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you 
free….So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed’” ( John 8:31-
32,36). Freedom is a gift from the 
Son of God. If he says I’m free, that 
ought to settle it for me. And he 
does say it. So I dare anyone to say 
otherwise.

What does it mean to be radically 
free in Christ? It means we are free 
from the rules we thought bound us 
to God. It means we are free from 
the manipulation other Christians 
use to make us like them—free 
from having to fit into the world’s 

mold, free to be different.
We are free from the slavery of 

religion and from the fear of rejec-
tion, alienation and guilt. We are 
free from the fear of death. We are 
free from masks, free from pretense, 
free to doubt, free to risk, free to 
question. It means we are free to live 
every moment. But, most of all, we 
are radically free to follow Christ, 
not because we have to but because 
we want to.

The reason so many Christians 
(maybe even you) are still bound 
by the law is because their focus is 
wrong.

WE CAN LOSE OUR 
FREEDOM BY  
FOCUSING ON RESULTS 
RATHER THAN ON  
RELATIONSHIP.

In our presentation of the Gospel 
we often focus on what Jesus can 
do for us. Now don’t get me wrong. 
Jesus does a lot for us. He forgives 
us, reconciles us with God, gives us 
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C.I.on the Changer. Unfortunately, by 
doing that, we establish Jesus as a 
magician who does tricks for his 
people.

There is nothing wrong with 
results. But when you start to expect 
those results, you can destroy the 
freedom Jesus gives. It’s a wonder-
ful and freeing experience to go to 
Christ and say, “I’m not here to get 
anything. I just wanted to be with 
you. That’s enough.”

WE CAN LOSE OUR 
FREEDOM BY  
FOCUSING ON PARTIC-
ULARS RATHER  
THAN ON PRINCIPLES.

Jesus got ticked at people who 
put particulars over principles. 
Listen to his anger: “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees [pastors, 
elders and deacons?], hypocrites! 

For you travel across sea and land to 
make a single proselyte, and when 
he becomes a proselyte, you make 
him twice as much a child of hell 
as yourselves….Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
tithe mint and dill and cumin, and 
have neglected the weightier mat-
ters of the law: justice and mercy 
and faithfulness. These you ought to 
have done, without neglecting the 
others” (Matthew 23:15, 23).

Read the Bible every morning. 
Make sure you have a prayer list. Go 
to church three times a week. Wit-
ness to your non-Christian friends. 
Serve your church faithfully. Don’t 
drink, smoke, or curse, and don’t 
associate with those who do. Make 
sure you know doctrine. Volunteer 
for every project that calls itself 
Christian. And then, in your spare 

time, smile a lot, because if you 
don’t, you will hurt your witness.

Don’t you get tired of it? I do. 
Forget it. Forget it all. Just work out 
the principles of faithfulness, love, 
patience, and kindness—and then 
do what comes naturally. I’m not 
saying that the things I mentioned 
aren’t important. It’s just a matter of 
focus.

WE CAN LOSE OUR 
FREEDOM BY FOCUS-
ING ON LAW RATHER 
THAN ON LOVE.

One of the most astounding 
statements Jesus ever made is found 
in the seventh (continued on page 11) 

3

BY STEVE BROWN

http://www.poopedpastors.com


I f you don’t like 
misunderstanding, 
bad communication, sin, anger and confusion, 

join a service club and stay away from the church.  
I think I’ll die the next time someone tells me that 
they want to create, attend or be a part of a New 

Testament church. The implication, of course,  
is that in the “olden days” of the Bible, Christians 

were somehow more pure, more 
committed, more loving and  

more together than we are in the 
modern, apostate, “country club” 

churches. That’s insane! And  
it shows a woeful lack of biblical 
knowledge.The early church was  

not a pretty place.  
Two of their main leaders (Paul 

and Barnabas) couldn’t stand each 
other and couldn’t even minister to-
gether (Acts 15), and their members 
bounced checks and lied about their 
own stewardship (Acts 5). Political 
battles divided the church, hardly 

anybody agreed on the “main thing” 
and hypocrisy was rampant among 
the best known and most respected 

leaders (Galatians 2). And talk 
about anger…the apostle Paul was 
so angry that his language would 

offend most modern-day Christians 
(Galatians 5:12).

The last time I checked, nobody 
at my church is, as far as I know, 
“sleeping with” his father’s wife as 
was the case in the early church 

at Corinth and, if it ever did hap-
pen, people in my church would be 

bothered by it which, from what 
Paul said, didn’t bother anybody 

at Corinth (1 Corinthians 5:1-2). 
I have yet to meet anybody at our 
church who has made communion 

into a drunken party as was the case 
in Corinth (1 Corinthians 11:21), 
who has brought in unbelievers to 
judge a dispute within the church  
(1 Corinthians 6:1-6), or who has 
been publicly sleeping with prosti-

tutes (1 Corinthians 6:16).
When Paul wrote to the church at 
Corinth, he said, “But we have this 
treasure in jars of clay, to show that 

the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us” (2 Corinthians 

4:7). It was so painfully obvious 
to everybody that Christians were 

earthen jars and it would have been 
insane and disingenuous at best for 
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church’s goals…even if the church 
doesn’t come close to fulfilling 

those goals. I think the church is 
something else because, in its finest 
moments, it is a kind and generous 
institution even if, on occasion, it is 
selfish, mean and prideful. I like to 
stand to show whose side I’m on. I 
want to be a part of the church be-
cause the core beliefs of the church 

are convictions I share…even if 
those convictions are sometimes 

distorted, not well articulated and 
often not even believed.

Paul said that Jesus is working with 
the church “so that he might present 

the church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27).  
Jesus is not finished with us…not 
by a long shot. But, then again, I 

don’t know of a (continued on page 11) 

Paul to have said anything different.
I’m big on the church. That might 

surprise you given some of the 
things I say about the church. I’ve 
often given you Augustine’s com-
ment to the effect that the church 
is a prostitute but my mother; and, 
in affirming what Augustine said, I 
may have given you the impression 

that I’m not very happy with or  
supportive of the church.

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. I give of my time, my money 
and my presence to the church. But 
the reasons for my positive feelings 

about the church are not what you think.

JESUS WAS BIG ON 
THE CHURCH

I’m big on the church because Jesus 
was big on the church. The Bible 

says that the church is the “Bride of 
Christ” and it doesn’t do to disvalue 

another man’s wife…especially if that 
man is the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords. More important, it isn’t 
wise to disvalue the wife of the man 

for whom I work as a servant.
There are some Christians who 

irritate me. (Probably far less than 
those I irritate.) But if Jesus loves 

them, I guess I should try. (My atti-
tude is often like the bumper sticker, 
“Jesus loves you, but everybody else 
thinks you are a pain.) The fact is, 
Jesus gave himself in love and on a 
cross for a lot of irritating people in 
general and for an institution (i.e. 

the church). If he did that, the least 
I could do is affirm the ones and  

the institution he loves.

WHAT THE CHURCH 
IS BECOMING

I’m big on the church because of 
what it is becoming. I love the 

5
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You never outgrow your need for a father! While that is true, all of us, 

to some degree or another, have been disappointed by our earthly 

fathers. Even the best fathers have made mistakes in fathering their kids 

...and, one day, their kids will figure it out. So, what can we do with 
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BOOK

CDS
 are no easy answers, the Bible offers solid assurance that God hurts with his people, loves us uncondition- 

ally, identifies with us at every point and someday will end all suffering. Hope, encouragement and com- 

fort in the face of pain. This is the handy pocket sized edition of Steve’s book When Your Rope Breaks. 

   understood, it provides the central focus for dynamic spiritual living. It may be surprising 

but the Christian life is not found in doing, but in abiding. Learn what it means to abide in 

Christ and to rest in him, and seven grace gifts that result. A 5-message (3-CD) series.

                                    PORCUPINES IN THE STORM by Steve Brown
For your minimum donation of $35 ($45 in Canada) ASTORM

 The dark side of the family. Steve admits, “I have questions. I don’t understand people or God. I don’t even under-

stand myself...my own actions, my own motivations and my own thoughts.” Do you have questions of your own? A  

search of the Scriptures and Jesus to find answers to the question, Why can’t we all get along? After all, we are the 

Covenant people of God. We are to be defined by our love for God, for our neighbors and for one another. But we just 

can’t manage it. The factors that join us and tear us apart as we deal with one another: Jesus, convictions, protection,  

servanthood, differences, love, encouragement, mission, opposition and civility. A 10-message (5-CD) series. 

THE FATHER YOU NEED by Pete Alwinson For your minimum donation of $8 ($10 in Canada)  A C D FAT H E R

GOD, ARE YOU THERE? by Steve Brown
For your minimum donation of $6 ($8 in Canada)  B 3 0 6

Do you feel like you’ve tried everything possible and things still aren’t better?  

When you’ve done everything right yet find that everything has gone wrong, what’s 

next? Steve grapples honestly and biblically—using Job—with pain in a fallen  

and evil world. You can become bitter or better. The choice is yours. Though there 

that unfulfilled need in our lives? The great news is that Jesus Christ 

can reconnect us to the Heavenly Father. God is the Father you can 

experience, the Father you so desperately need. Single CD.

WHEN GOD GOES ON VACATION by Steve Brown

For your minimum donation of $20 ($26 in Canada)  ACDVACATION

Are you just plain tired of working hard and trying to be better, all 

to no avail? Is your spiritual life dying or even dead? Does it feel

like God has gone away on vacation? For the believer, John 15 is  

one of the most important passages in the entire Bible. Properly

http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage_kln&product_id=63&category_id=7&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage_kln&product_id=63&category_id=7&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage_kln&product_id=47&category_id=1&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage_kln&product_id=47&category_id=1&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage_kln&product_id=160&category_id=1&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage_kln&product_id=160&category_id=1&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&page=shop.browse&category_id=31&Itemid=57
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DVD

BOOKSOUT 
OF 
THE 
BOX

STEVE BROWN & THE GREAT AMERICAN MEDICINE SHOW
For your minimum donation of $30 ($39 in Canada)  ADVDMS

If you haven’t had the opportunity to experience it yet, here’s your chance to bring 

Steve Brown & the Great American Medicine Show home with you on DVD! And for 

those of you who have seen the show, relive the radical freedom and infectious joy 

of the evening. Recorded live in Nashville, the Medicine Show features Steve, Buddy 

Greene, Pat Flynn, Charlie and Ruth Jones, Dennis Phillips and more. With songs, 

stories, comedy, drama and illusions, it’s Real Medicine for the Soul! Single DVD.

THE FATHER YOU NEED by Pete Alwinson For your minimum donation of $8 ($10 in Canada)  A C D FAT H E R

JIM & CASPER GO TO CHURCH by Jim Henderson & Matt Casper   
For your minimum donation of $17 ($22 in Canada) B371

“If you care about what Jesus told us to do, this is your book” Steve

Jim Henderson pays people to go to church…and even “rented” a soul on E-Bay. In 

2006, Jim hired Casper, an atheist copywriter and musician, to join him in visiting 

12 of America’s best—and least-known—churches. They documented their  

honest experiences and reactions to each one. An open and authentic friendship  

developed as they talked, questioned, joked and—most importantly—listened. 

Every Christian who cares about the church and the impression created by the body 

of Christ should read this—pastor, church leader and all the rest of us. You’ll be  

really surprised by the fresh and intelligent insight of an atheist looking at us from 

the outside in. Check out Steve’s interview with Jim Henderson.

 WHERE’S YOUR JESUS NOW?  by Karen Spears Zacharias  

For your minimum donation of $19 ($25 in Canada) B372   How fear erodes our faith. 

Karen writes, “There’s no question that these are troubling times. Maybe even the end of times. I don’t know. I’m 

not a prophet. But I am a person who has grown tired of being manipulated by fear and negativity—whether it’s 

coming from headline news, the New York Times best seller list, the pulpit at the First Signs of Christ Forgotten, 

or simply from the corner booth of my own mental ramblings.” Frankly, Christians are letting fear blind us to the 

love of the very God we worship. How is it that those of us who claim to be so firmly founded can be so easily 

shaken? Where’s your Jesus now? Social commentary, insightful spirituality and a quick wit in a profound medita-

tion on the nature of faith, the evidence of things not yet seen. Check out Steve’s interview with Karen Spears Zacharias. 

 TO ORDER:
    SEE PAGE 13

http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage&product_id=96&category_id=26&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=shop.flypage&product_id=96&category_id=26&manufacturer_id=0&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=57
http://www.keylife.org/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&page=shop.browse&category_id=24&Itemid=53
http://stevebrownetc.com/podcasts/steve-brown-etc/wheres-your-jesus-now-karen-spears-zacharias-on-sbe/
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DEAR STEVE

QYou 
stated it was 
arrogant to 
think that 
God needs 
us and uses 
us. Can you 
explain that 

further?

ONE OF THE MOST danger-
ous things to us spiritually and to 
the body of Christ is the idea that 
God isn’t God, that he can’t do his 
work without us, and that the whole 
world depends on our faithfulness. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

In fact, Romans 11:33-36 points 
to a sovereign God who was doing 
fine before we came along and will 
continue to do fine long after we  
are gone or Jesus returns. The God 
who “needs” us (he is self-sufficient), 
who can’t do anything without us, 
and who depends on us, is not the 
God of the Bible. That god is an idol.
NOT ONLY THAT, there are 
thousands upon thousands of Chris-
tians who have either left the church 
or who stay and fake it because they 
think they have failed in doing all 
they could do for God. Martin  
Luther was once asked about the works 
that follow our faith in Christ. 

He replied that those were fine, 

A “But what is it about our arrogance that 
makes us think that anything we could 
ever do would be more sufficient than 
the blood of God’s own Son?”
DOES GOD USE US? Of course he 
does. Does God work through us? Of  
course he does. Are we the “secondary” 
causes of God’s action in the world? 
Most certainly.

THE DANGER 
comes in when we 
think that we are 
the ones respon-
sible. God uses us 
because he loves 
us…never because 
he needs us. He 
makes his plans, he 
does as he pleases 
and does it all per-
fectly. But some-
times, not unlike a 
father who allows 

his small child to sit on his lap and to put 
his or her hands on the steering wheel, 
we get arrogant and really think we are 
“driving the car.” We aren’t. He is. In fact, 
it is a great act of God condescending  
to us for him to “allow” us to be a part 
of what he was going to do anyway.

The idea that things depend on us 

8

http://www.keylife.org/dangerousfreedom
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LET ME TELL  YOU 

something important. 

Churches don’t die 

from lack of money. 

I know a church that 

closed its doors...and 

they had millions in 

the bank. Churches don’t die from a lack of 

programs or organization...or most churches 

would be dead by now. A church won’t die 

from a lack of good preaching. God changed 

a nation once by speaking through a donkey. 

Bad music won’t kill us off. I wince some-

times at the way the Holy Spirit uses bad 

music. Churches don’t die from a lack of 

brilliance or holiness either. Are you crazy? 

Churches die from a lack of love. So if you’re 

in a troubled church, don’t fight or fix...reach 

out to someone and love them. You might be 

surprised.  YOU THINK ABOUT THAT.

9

and that God’s great plans will fail 
because of us, leads to a trust in our 
own works and an inadequate and 
spurious belief in the God who is 
clearly revealed in Scripture. 
SO MANY CHRISTIANS are 
horribly burdened with guilt and 
fear, thinking that God is angry 
because they haven’t done all they 
could do for him. I believe that that 
horrible fear of God and of failing 
him is the major cause of people 
being disobedient to him.

Paul said, “…do you presume on 
the riches of his kindness and for-
bearance and patience, not know-
ing that God’s kindness is meant to 
lead you to repentance?” (Romans 
2:4). That is the secret of faithful-
ness.

Over and over again I’ve noticed 
that those Christians who know 

that God is in charge, that he is 
sovereign, that he loves them uncon-
ditionally, and that he has allowed 
them to participate in what he is 
doing, become faithful, joyous and 
free Christians. On the other hand, I 
have also noticed that those who be-
lieve that it all depends on them and 
that God is angry when they fail, end 
up becoming bitter, angry Christians 
or leave the faith altogether.

My friend, the late Jack Miller, 
used to say that all of biblical the-
ology can be summed up in two 
sentences: You are a lot worse (and 
weak) than you think you are. God’s 
grace is a lot bigger than  
you think it is. 

God is God, he is not angry and he 
allows us to do stuff for him that he 
could have done for himself. -

http://www.poopedpastors.com
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on hundreds of radio stations across North America. Key Life is Steve’s  
15-minute daily radio broadcast, providing fast-paced, practical and sound 
Bible teaching . . . in his unique style.  You can hear Key Life in several ways:

Website  In addition to today’s broadcast at  www.keylife.org, there are  
30 days of program archives.
Radio Station  Call or email us for the station near you.
Subscription  For a minimal contribution each month, you can receive 
regular mailings with all of the daily teaching broadcasts on CD . . . even 
before they’re aired on the radio. Call or email us for details.
Podcast Subscription  Get the mp3 files of the broadcast automatically 
downloaded to your computer each day. Visit www.keylife.org for  
information.
Take your pick . . . and stay in touch! 
1-800-KEYLIFE    
www.keylife.org   www.stevebrownetc.com      
steve@keylife.org

You can learn a lot 
from horror movies. 
A FRIEND OF MINE gave me some advice: When you think you’ve 

killed the monster . . . you haven’t. If your house is built on or near  

a cemetery . . . move. If you come to a town that is deserted, it’s for a 

reason . . . leave. And if anything other than water (like blood or thick goo) 

comes out of a faucet . . . the problem isn’t fixed by a plumber. Life is sort 

of like that. You are into something you can’t get out of, you don’t know 

what is going to happen next, and the whole thing is controlled by forces 

beyond your command. That is why it’s important to stay close to God.  

He is in control and he loves you. You think about that. 

KEY LIFE. Summer/Fall 2009, Vol. 24, #2. A publication of Key Life Network.  

A MINISTRY DEDICATED TO GETTING YOU HOME WITH RADICAL FREEDOM, INFECTIOUS JOY AND SURPRISING FAITHFULNESS TO CHRIST.

© 2009 by Key Life, Inc ., a nonprofit organization incorporated under the laws of the state of Florida and recognized for tax-deductible giving by both state and federal governments.  

Stephen W. Brown, president/Bible teacher; Robin DeMurga, editor; Ron Kincaid, designer and digital imaging. Ad designs by Tim Holt (p 8) and John Myers (pp 3, 5, 9). ILLUSTRATIONS—iStock 

photo: pp 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9 bottom, 10 bottom, and 11; The Big Box of Art: p 9 (top), 10 (mic) and p 12 (smoke); photo of Steve on p 12 by Cathy Wyatt with digital imaging by Ron Kincaid;  Planet 

Art: detail of Michelangelo painting (p 8); Ron Kincaid: CD (p 10); and Scott W. Smith: photo of Steve with introductory letter. For additional information:  KEY LIFE, P.O. Box 945000, Maitland, FL 

32794-5000, 1-800-KEY LIFE. KEY LIFE OF CANADA, P.O. Box 28060, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 6J8. E-mail to steve@keylife.org. Visit our websites at www.keylife.org and www.stevebrownetc.com.

Steveishearddaily...
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chapter of Luke.  Jesus is having 
dinner in the home of a religious 
leader when a prostitute breaks in 
on the party.  She anoints Jesus and 
falls at his feet, washing them with 
her tears. The religious leaders are 
shocked and indignant. (Seems we 
are always shocked and indignant 
about something.) And then Jesus, 
rather than putting their minds 
at rest, shocks them even more: 
“Therefore I tell you, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who is forgiven 
little, loves little” (vs.47).

Are laws important? Of course, 
they are. But it’s a matter of focus. If 
I have time to tell people either how 
to be good or how to love Jesus, I 
don’t even question which to say. If 
they love him and mess up every-
thing else, it’s no great loss. If they 
don’t love him and do everything 
else right, they can lose eternity.

WE CAN LOSE OUR 
FREEDOM BY FOCUS-
ING ON JUDGMENT 
RATHER THAN ON JESUS.

I love Jesus’ words concerning tax 
collectors. When he was criticized for 
spending time with such riffraff, he 
responded, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. Go and learn what this means, 
‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I 
came not to call the righteous, but sin-
ners” (Matthew 9:12-13).

If we spend a lot of time telling 
people about their sin—how they 
have failed and how they could do 
better—they are going to become 
discouraged. Not only that, they will 
continue to fail and they will refuse 
to get better. Besides, most people 
are already painfully aware of their 
sin, of how they have failed and how 
they ought to get better.

Just tell people about forgiveness 

and then get out of the way. The 
devil will take the hindmost, and 
God will continue the process. The 
results will be far better than you 
would ever believe.

Am I saying we should not tell 
people about the horror of sin? Of 
course not. Am I saying we should 
not teach biblical methodologies of 
getting better? No way. Am I saying 
we should encourage failure? Are 
you kidding? All I’m saying is that 
it’s a matter of focus.

Certain things about the Christian 
life are important, and certain other 
things are far more important than the 
ones that are important. If we focus 
on the less important, we will build 
a prison for ourselves and for others 
that will rob us of our freedom. You 
can focus on rules, regulations, pro-
priety and programs for righteous-
ness; or you can focus on Christ and 
your relationship with him. 

You can hardly do both.  -

Continued from page 3

single hospital built by an atheist 
organization and I have yet to see 
The First Church of Paganism do 
anything about AIDS, poverty or 
illiteracy. I’ve been loved when I 
didn’t deserve it, accepted when  

I should not have been and  
affirmed when nobody else would 

(even if sometimes I’ve  
been condemned, criticized and  

rejected) by the church.  
My father wouldn’t be a part of the 
church because he didn’t think he 
was good enough. That has cre-

ated a passion and a pain in me. I 
hunger for a church that will  

love and care, not abuse. I hunger 
for a church that will dance  

and proclaim God’s grace. Some-
times she is that church… 

and, when she’s not, she’s in the 
process of becoming.

I know, I know…so much more 

could be done, but when a dog 
plays checkers, you don’t criticize 
his game, you’re just surprised he 
is playing at all. The church plays 
checkers—imperfectly, sometimes 
for the wrong reasons and often 

without much enthusiasm— 
better than any “dog” I know.  
And if the Bible is right…you  

“ain’t seen nothin’ yet!”

I’M A PART OF  
A CLUB

I’m big on the church because when 
I’m a part of the church, I’m a part 
of a club where the members are 

as bad, as sinful, as prideful and as 
screwed up as I am. I’m a member 

of an organization where the charter 
states that the only qualification for 
membership is that the member not 
be qualified. Now, that’s a club I can 
enthusiastically support. I want to 

be in a club where, if they accept me, 
they would accept anybody.

While the church isn’t always what 
I love about it…it is sometimes. 

And in a fallen world, “sometimes” 
is good, fifty-one percent is success 

and nothing is perfect.
Every once in a while someone who 

isn’t a part of the church tells me 
that they can’t be a part of it be-

cause of this or that reason. I always 
want to say (and sometimes do), 

“You don’t know what you’re talking 
about! You don’t have the foggiest 

idea how bad it really is. I  
could tell you shocking stories...”

But still…It’s his wife.  -

Continued from page 5
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ITINERARY
for your prayer &  
part icipation

HIS SHIP 
WRECKED. 

He was the lone 
survivor and washed 
up onto the shore 
of a small, unin-
habited island. He 
made the best of 
it. He hunted and 
fished for food. He 
built a small hut 
and put what he 
had salvaged from 
the wreck inside 
it. Each day, he 
prayed that God 
would save him. 
Then, one day, his 
small hut caught fire 
and burned to the 
ground. He lost ev-
erything. He shook 
his fist at God and 
yelled, “How could 
you?” The very next 
day, a ship arrived 
and he was rescued. 
The ship’s captain 
had seen the smoke 
from the burning 
hut. When your 
hut is burning, it’s 
hard to praise God. 
But do it anyway. 
He hasn’t forgot-
ten about you. The 
smoke, as it were, 
could be the reality 
of your rescue. So 
hang tough a little 
bit and see what  
God does.  
YOU THINK 
ABOUT THAT.

June 15 Presbyterian 
& Reformed Joint Com-
mission on Chaplains & 
Military Personnel Train-
ing Event: Orlando, FL

June 17 PCA Mission  
to North America 
Church Renewal Lun-
cheon: Orlando, FL

June 28  Willow 
Creek Church, PCA:  
Winter Springs, FL

Ju ly 15-17  
Presbyterian Evangeli-
cal Fellowship Confer-
ence—Mulligan Col-
lege: Elizabethton, TN

July 27-31  
Reformed Theological 
Seminary: Atlanta, GA

August 10-14 
Westminster Theologi-
cal Seminary:  
Philadelphia, PA

August 22-23  
Perimeter Church:  
Duluth, GA

September 6  
Willow Creek Church, 
PCA: Winter Springs, FL

September 10 
Gospel Music  
Association Luncheon: 
Orlando, FL

October 3-4  
Perimeter Church: 
Duluth, GA

October 28-29   
Pastors’ Leadership  
Forum—The  
Cove: Asheville, NC

October 30- 
November 1  
The Cove:  
Asheville, NC

November 22 
(am) Hope  
Presbyterian Church:  
Bradenton, FL

November 22 
(pm) St. Paul’s  
Missionary Baptist 
Church: Bradenton, FL

KEY LIFE 
EVENTS
October 23-24  
Dangerous Freedom 
Seminar with Pete  
Alwinson—Willow 
Creek Church, PCA: 
Winter Springs, FL

Steve Brown

All events are subject  

to change. Please check  

with Key Life before  

making any definite plans.

http://www.keylife.org/upcoming-events/



S
U

M
M

E
R

/
F

A
L

L
 2

0
0

9

ORDER FORM

13

I’d like to receive the following resources as an expression of your gratitude for my donation:

n   GOD, ARE YOU THERE? (minimum donation of $6, $8 in Canada)  B306

n   THE FATHER YOU NEED (minimum donation of $8, $10 in Canada)  ACDFATHER

n   WHEN GOD GOES ON VACATION (minimum donation of $20, $26 in Canada)  ACDVACATION

n   PORCUPINES IN THE STORM (minimum donation of $35, $45 in Canada)  ASTORM

n   STEVE BROWN & THE GREAT AMERICAN MEDICINE SHOW  

       (minimum donation of $30, $39 in Canada)  ADVDMS

n   JIM & CASPER GO TO CHURCH (minimum donation of $17, $22 in Canada)  B371

n   WHERE’S YOUR JESUS NOW? (minimum donation of $19, $25 in Canada)  B372

MISSED ANY OF OUR RECENT BROADCAST OFFERS?  
Available without charge or obligation, Steve’s single teaching CDs…

n   WHEN BELIEVING IS HARD & PRETENDING DOESN’T WORK  CDHARD

n   I’M STILL HERE…AND YOU ARE TOO!  CDSTILL

n   WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN  CDPHIL.2

I WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE AN ADDITIONAL DONATION OF $________________

n  PLEASE CHARGE $____________________ to my MasterCard/Visa/Discover: 

______ - ______ - ______ - ______          ____/____               ____________________________________
card number                                              expires (required)         cardholder’s signature (required)

n  CHECK ENCLOSED

FROM:
Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ____________________________  Zip _____________________

The Internal Revenue Service permits you a tax deduction for the amount you donate to Key Life Network, Inc. that exceeds  

the value of materials received from us. To assist you in determining the tax deductible portion of your gift, the value of the  

materials you order will be shown on your receipt. Receipts for Canadian donors are issued in accordance with Canadian law.

TO ORDER:
CALL US—1 800 KEY LIFE
WRITE US—Print out this order form and send to Key Life / P.O. Box 945000 / Maitland, FL 32794-5000
EMAIL US—steve@keylife.org

CLICK ON LINKS  (see pages 6 & 7)

M09.2

 ESOURCES FOR YOUR WALK WITH CHRIST
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